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	Please address how your program satisfies the model curriculum:
Make program comments in blue, do not alter any text in black. The last column (in green) is for ACCP use only.
	Name of course and course title where this sub-domain is covered:
	
	Number of contact hours  used in a given class to meet this sub-domain
	
	Title of required text books for this sub-domain
	
	Resources used in this course (encoder, abstracts, authentic charts, etc.)
	
	Program Comments:
	
	Peer Review Comments:
This column reserved for ACCP use only
	

	Domain: Life Sciences
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anatomy and Physiology: (45-60 hrs)
· Study of the structure and function of the human body – full body systems
· Emphasis on anatomical orientation

· Anatomical online lookup (Adam, etc.)

· Anatomical plate work
	
	
	
	     
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical Terminology: (45 hrs)
· Spell, define, and pronounce (through supplemental CD tools), medical terms as well as understanding the concepts of root/suffix/prefix word builds. 

· Common medical terms of major disease processes, diagnostic procedures, laboratory tests, abbreviations, drugs, and treatment modalities.  
	
	
	
	     
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pathophysiology: (45 hrs)
· Specific disease processes 

· By human body system

· For each disease, identify: Cause, diagnosis, and treatment
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	Pharmacotherapy &  Laboratory Findings (20-30 hrs)

· Emphasis is placed on the understanding of the action of drugs such as: absorption, distribution, metabolism and excretion of drugs by the body.

· Drug classifications

· Most commonly prescribed drugs

· What is a formulary

· Matching drugs to common conditions

· Matching drugs to lab findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Domain: Information Technology
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction to  Desktop Applications

(15 hrs or challenge exam)

· Keyboard, web access skills

· Concepts related to hardware and software

· Demonstrate knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite applications

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Computer Software Applications in Healthcare (45 hrs)

· Introduction to commonly used software in healthcare:

· Public reporting of disease and disease trends

· How acute care organizations store and retrieve electronic health records

· Analysis of different types of encoder software

· Analysis on online coding tools (coding reference tools)

· Evaluation of CACs

· Identify the issues involving the migration from a paper-based HIM to an electronic HIM

· The student should be aware of the major acute care environment vendors and their system strengths.

· Evaluation of the EHR

· Evaluation of the PHR
· Evaluation of HIEs
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	Domain: Health Information Management
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction to Health Information Management (45-60 hrs)
· Content & Structure of healthcare data

· Content of records

· Documentation requirements

· Primary/Secondary data use

· Filing Systems

· Patient Identify Management

· Legal/ethics issues in HIM

· Privacy, Security, HIPAA

· Release of Information

· Code of Ethics


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Healthcare Delivery Systems (30-45 hrs)
· Type of healthcare organizations

· Types of healthcare workers

· Healthcare settings that employ coders

· A thorough understanding of the types and levels of Healthcare Delivery Systems in the U.S., 

· and of the governing bodies that regulate the HIM processes, 

· an understanding  how  eHIM will change this environment:

· Organization of healthcare delivery

· Accreditation standards

· Licensure/regulatory agencies
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	Domain: Clinical Classification Systems
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic Diagnosis Coding Systems 

(45-60 hrs)
 Detailed Instruction in: 

· Student will learn about the International Classification of Diseases ICD-9-CM, how to code, and guidelines for  usage for:

· Volume I

· Volume II

· Volume III


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic Procedure Coding Systems

(45-60 hrs)
Detailed instruction in:

· Student will focus on Basic HCPCS coding, with a focus on CPT-4 coding for:

· Anesthesia,

·  E&M, 

· Surgical, 

· Pathology/Laboratory, Radiology 

· Medicine

·  HCPS II codes


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intermediate (or Advanced) 

Diagnosis Coding   (45-60 hrs)
· Complex Case Studies:  advancing coding skills through the use of complex case studies using more complex code assignments to determine the correct diagnoses.  

· Authentic Coding : using actual medical records from a variety of patient types Students should be exposed to  medical records and learn how to interpret actual charts.  

· Student should be introduced to diagnostic based prospective payment groupers:  DRG, APR-DRG, & RUGS.

· An introduction to International Classification of Diseases ICD-10-CM, including compare and contrast assignments from ICD-9 to ICD-10

· and other  diagnosis coding systems (DSM-IV, ICD-0)

· Introduction to Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine (SNOMED) – Includes a brief overview of its role in the health care delivery system as the basis for an electronic health record 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intermediate  (or Advanced) 

Procedure Coding   (45-60 hrs)
· Using case studies and authentic coding, students should practice more complex procedure code assignments with ICD-9-CM and CPT-4. 

· Student should be introduced to procedure based payment systems:  

· RBRVS, 

· E&M codes, 

· and APC assignments 

· and the impact coding and sequencing has on reimbursement.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reimbursement Methodologies (30-45 hrs)
· Prospective payment system

· Diagnosis Related Groups 

· Ambulatory Payment Classifications

· ASC Groups

· Resource Based Relative Value Scale

· Third party payers

· Billing and insurance procedures

· Explanation of benefits

· Quality Improvement Organizations (QIO) and their role in the payment process

· Charge master description and maintenance

· Managed care/capitation

· Compliance issues

· Health plan claims processing and coding 

· Billing for healthcare services using codes 

· Auditing and monitoring the coding process for regulatory compliance
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	Professional Practice Experience/Practicum/Internship 
(40-80 hrs)
· Field Based PPE:  To provide the student with coding practice experiences in a hospital, physician’s office, clinic or other healthcare setting with directed projects common to a clinical coding specialist on the job.  
· Virtual PPE:  Review presentations from coding specialist guest speakers (CCS, CCS-P) either pre-recorded or live.  Practicum hours to focus on building speed and accuracy using paper and scanned medical records (authentic coding).  
· Note: a program may have all field based PPE, or all virtual PPE, or a hybrid approach where some hours are accrued in a coding lab, while others are spent in the field.

· Virtual Note: for programs relying  on virtual PPE only, attach additional documentation that explains how you attempt to replicate the field based experience in a lab environment.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


COURSE SYNOPSIS OF CURRICULUM   

List all courses in the coding certificate curriculum

	Course Number/Title 
	Credit /Contact Hours
	Comments:  (lab component) (encoder used) (instructor credentials)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Example: Beginning Diagnosis Coding ICD-9
	3 credit/45 contact hrs
	There is no lab/3M Encoder – 4 lessons/Smith, RHIA, CCS
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