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CHANGES to Standards for Maintenance of CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS IN Certification

 Effective 1/1/2004

Associate-based Credential
Eligibility for an associate-based AHIMA credential requires, at minimum, a high school diploma

(or equivalent) up to an associate’s degree from an AHIMA approved or accredited college or university. 

The following would classify as an associate-based credential: Registered Health Information Technician (RHIT); Certified Coding Associate (CCA); Certified Coding Specialist (CCS); and Certified Coding Specialist – Physician-based (CCS-P)

Requirements for the Maintenance of Certification for an Associate-based Credential
· Completion of acceptable CEUs during a two-year period (cycle). Individuals with a minimum of one associate-based AHIMA credential must complete 20 CEUs. Every individual who obtains an additional AHIMA credential thereafter must complete an additional 10 CEUs, not to exceed 60 CEUs during the two-year cycle, plus an annual self-assessment for each coding credential. Each mandatory annual coding self-assessment is worth 5 CEUs and can be used to towards fulfilling CEU requirements discussed above. If any baccalaureate-based credential is obtained, the minimum requirement for maintenance is based on that credential.  Eighty percent of all continuing education units must be earned within the HIM Domain. To receive credit, coding self-assessments must be completed annually and all other activities must be completed within the assigned cycle period.  All two-year cycles begin on January 1 and end on December 31 the following year.

Baccalaureate-based Credential

Eligibility for a baccalaureate-based AHIMA credential requires, at minimum, a baccalaureate degree from an AHIMA approved or accredited college or university. The following would classify as a baccalaureate-based credential: Registered Health Information Administrator (RHIA); Certified in Healthcare Privacy (CHP); and Certified in Healthcare Privacy and Security (CHPS)

Requirements for the Maintenance of Certification for a Baccalaureate-based Credential
· Completion of acceptable CEUs during a two-year period (cycle). Individuals with a minimum of one baccalaureate-based AHIMA credential must complete 30 CEUs. Every individual who obtains an additional AHIMA credential thereafter must complete an additional 10 CEUs, not to exceed 60 CEUs during the two-year cycle, plus an annual self-assessment for each coding credential. Each mandatory annual coding self-assessment is worth 5 CEUs and can be used to towards fulfilling CEU requirements discussed above. Eighty percent of all continuing education units must be earned within the HIM Domain.  To receive credit, coding self-assessments must be completed annually and all other activities must be completed within the assigned cycle period.  All two-year cycles begin on January 1 and end on December 31 the following year.

Restoration of Credentials (CE’s have not been maintained)

After four years, or two consecutive CE cycles where a credential holder does not maintain their credential, candidates will be required to apply and retake the applicable examination. Candidates must complete the ‘Intent to Restore Credential’ application and pay all appropriate examination and restoration fees in order to reinstate a credential.  During restoration, an individual is listed as a “restoration candidate” for a maximum period of one year.

